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Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary

Incredible diversity of
marine habitats and species
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VOICES OF THE BAY
Fisheries Education Project

Needs assessment survey:
- High interest by teachers for fisheries education.

- There is little place-based fisheries education in current curriculum.

- Generally, those that live on our coast don’t even know what is fished in
their backyard ocean.
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VOICES OF THE BAY
Laying the Groundwork

Pilot in Schools

Train 20 teachers



Mission: “To create a place-based education project where local fisheries,
fishing communities and their rich maritime history and culture are a focal
point for students to learn about the marine environment, the ecological and
human dimensions of marine resource use and its management.”

VOICES OF THE BAY
Fisheries Education Project



VOICES OF THE BAY
Curriculum
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Working individually, and in groups, students
research, plan and conduct personal interviews,

first with each other and then with actual citizens
in the fishing community, to capture the rich
stories, traditions and knowledge that define

Monterey’s fishing legacy.

Dedicated to Joey
Jones

David Crabbe- retired
commercial squid

fisherman talks with
students

Mike Stiller- Santa Cruz Salmon
fishermen is interviewed by

students



Through role-playing, teamwork and a little fate,
students get an “insider’s” view of what it takes to
be an active stakeholder in a commercial fishery
and some of the unanticipated gains and losses

that can occur.

Students learn what path
seafood takes from the ocean to

the table

Processing the catch

Fish sold at market



Students take part in a simulated squid fishery
taking on various roles in the fishing community.

They learn quickly the challenges involved in
maintaining a balance that sustains both the natural

squid population and the economic well-being of
those associated with the fishery that rely on this

common resource.

Regulatory Agency
Personnel Monterey Bay squid fishing fleet

Marine Scientists









Day1: Fishing for Market Squid
- Introduction to the topic
- All students are fishermen fishing for a common resource in an unregulated

 environment

Day 2: Seeking Balance in the Bay
- Students brainstorm strategies for sustainability
- View PowerPoint on the Monterey Bay squid fishery to build knowledge for 
decision making
- Introduction of new roles:  Marine Scientist and Regulatory Agency Representative

Day 3: Ecosystem-based Management in Action
- Test student strategies for sustainable fishing while adding new roles and

 ecosystem-based challenge cards
- Review California state squid fishery regulations
- Discuss the challenges of achieving a “Balance in the Bay”



VOICES OF THE BAY
Interdisciplinary, Standards-based

Curriculum


